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	Association of Philadelphia Tour Guides
General Meeting Minutes
March 9, 2011
Dark Horse Pub, 421 S 2nd St.



The President called the meeting to order at 7:15 in the crowded Pickwick Room.

The night’s speakers were Megan and Jennifer from the Group Sales office of the National Museum of American Jewish History, which had its grand gala opening in November 2010.  The NMAJH is an affiliate of the Smithsonian.  Megan and Jennifer familiarized the membership with the exhibits and hours of the NMAJH.  Of particular interest is that tickets are not sold at the museum on Saturdays; they have to be ordered at the IVC or the Bourse. Megan and Jennifer were voted honorary 2011 members of the APT by unanimous voice acclamation.

The Treasurer gave his report.  The Secretary did not have the minutes from February.

Ed Mauger gave an update about the Guides’ Training course.  The date for the first Certification Test has been set for April 12th.  There were still some issues to be worked out, like cost of the test and what the charge for a retest would be.  The test will cover the information in the Guides’ Handbook, with an emphasis on the historic district.

Because the certification test was on April 12th, it was decided that the April APT general meeting would be moved from the 13th to the 20th, to coincide with a Certification Ceremony.

It was announced that Guides’ Handbooks are for sale at $35 for a book and CD (with updates).  Any corrections should be sent to Bob Skiba for future digital updates.

The President gave an update from the Executive Committee meeting.   Most significant was the new website that had been installed and developed at www.phillyguides.org
The President reported that he had been attending the Philadelphia Rising meetings concerning Market East.  Joe Becton and other members had floated the idea of a history walk on Market East like the plaques on the Avenue of the Arts.  The APT is also taking a positive stance for proposed carriage stands on Market St.

The 2011 Great Tour was being proposed for June 25th but will need participation and planning.

The President broached the topic of the two standing committees required by our bylaws.  Bob is still the chair of the Events and Education Committee, and while speakers are lined up for the next several months, the committee needs members , input and suggestions.   The Communications Committee is moribund and will need to be reorganized and reinstated to handle membership drives, PR and media relations. 

Announcements.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:43.

